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Wakefield Elementary School 

Home and School Association (WEHSA) 
March 28, 2018 

7:00 pm @ Wakefield Elementary School Library 
 

Present:       Absent: 
Anik O'Dwyer-Brunetti, President 
Lana Noel, Vice-President 
Lisa Semenoff, GB Representative 
Kelly Peskett, Teacher Representative 
Erin Harper, Parent 
Michelle Labranche, Secretary  
Jennifer Bardell, Teacher Representative 

Nikki Mantell, Parent 
Maria Garasa, Treasurer 
Julie Fram-Greig, Principal 
 
 
 
 

 
  Item Discussion Action 
Proceedings 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Approval Minutes of 
March 28th meeting 
 
 

 
 
 
Changes made: 

 
Approved 
 
Approved 

Items 
 
GB Report 
(Lisa Semenoff) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
GB Report to WEHSA : 
 

1. Vesey’s Bulb Proposal Passed.  A question was raised 
whether Vesey’s would be willing to donate any hearty plant 
material to beautify the school yard.  Botanix in Chelsea 
apparently often donates to schools and daycares.  GB asked 
WEHSA to follow this up if possible.  Stephen Armstrong 
(local landscaper) has found donations in the past. 

 
 
WEHSA will await 
clarification 
regarding the type 
of plant material 
needed before 
pursuing donations 
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2. Paralympic Day at WES, which coincided with Down’s 

syndrome Day, was a huge success.  The two speakers who 
came in got the whole school excited.  They passed around 
Olympic medals and signed shirts of many of the students.  
They have promised to return later in the year and to bring 
with them specialised equipment to show students what it is 
like to play some of the Paralympics sports. 

 
3. Beach Day is March, 29th. 

 

4. March’s virtue of the month is ‘Kindness’. 
 

5. In April, Grades 1 and 2 are off to NAG for print making and 
tours; K4, K5 and cycle 1 will do more skating; the Philemon 
Wright Band will be in for a performance; Grade 6’s are going 
to a basketball tournament; a curling workshop started 
today and will be done of all students. 

 
6. Auditions have started for the Talent Show. 

 
 
Principal’s Items 
(Julie Fram-Greig) 
 

 
Donations for the field trips are coming in very well so there is no 
worry about being able to fund the field trips this year. 

 

 
Teacher Items  
(Kelly Peskett) 
 

 
Nothing to report other than what is covered in the GB report 
 
WEHSA is looking for teacher feedback, we are wanting to let 
teachers know that WEHSA has resources.   
 
WES teachers are now benefiting from free boxes of paper courtesy 
of a paper company that supports Quebec Home and School. 
 

Anik will send Kelly 
Peskett a list of the 
types of resources 
available from 
QFHSA.  One 
example is that the 
Federation is 
sending the school 
paper. 
 

 
Grade 6 Committee 
Report 
(Lana Noel) 
 
 
 

 
April 13 at noon there will be a bake sale 

 
Hanging baskets for mother's day.  Forms will be sent out.  The 
baskets are provided by Laura Lee Hogan   

 
Bingo night was a success, everyone had fun and there were many 
generous prizes all donated from businesses around the community. 
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Financial Report 
(Maria Garasa) 
 

Financials were provided at the meeting. 
 
 

 
Event Discussion: 
Veseys 
(Anik O’Dwyer-
Brunetti) 
 

 
Lana Noel has everything prepared and ready to go.  Posters are 
needed to be sent to Julie for approval and then displayed.  Lana 
Noel and Anik O’Dwyer-Brunetti will take care of Vesey’s this year. 
 

 
 
 

 
Parents Concerns 
and Comments 
 
 
 
 

 
Pathways are extremely icy and hard to walk on.  Parents and 
Children have been falling.  The company is not clearing or 
salting/sanding the area properly, this is a hazard. 
 
There was discussion regarding the front door pick up area.  It is very 
crowded and hectic at the end of the day, we are looking for 
solutions. 
 
The posts at the side of the school are very dangerous.  They are in 
the way of children and parents trying to exit the vehicles, the tops 
have been breaking off and injuring people and they make it very 
difficult to clear the snow and ice away.  They should be removed 
sometime in the spring. 

 
The play yard turned to sheer ice this year, there have been a few 
children that were seriously injured. 

 
River Safety - If parents are concerned about the river and their 
children walking to the WAY they need to bring it up with the WAY.  
The school is not responsible once the children leave the school 
property.  That being said since Wakefield is  a river community and 
the river is a part of life for us, it is WEHSA opinion that it  would be 
beneficial for all the children to have a speaker come in and have a 
River Safety talk with the school as a whole. 

 
There were some concerns that parents are “double paying” for their 
children's field trip.  This is not the case, parents (if they are able to 
or want to) pay the donation cost of the field trips and WESHA will 
cover the portion of the remainder costs of the field trips through 
fundraiser monies. 

 
Screen issue - many parents do not understand why there are so 
many movies/tv shows being shown to the children during lunch 
time while they are eating.  Eating in a group is a social skill that they 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Teachers will raise 
incorporating river 
safety awareness 
into school 
programming to 
School Council. 
 
 
 
WEHSA will consider 
additional 
messaging to further 
clarify. 
 
 
Teachers will discuss 
this at School 
Council. 
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should be learning, kids have been shushed while trying to speak to a 
friend and they are not being given the social time that they need.  
WEHSA is wondering if guidelines or policies regarding screen time at 
school exist. If they do not, perhaps we should work together to 
create clear guidelines/policies for WES.  

 
WEHSA Next 
Fundraisers: End of 
Year Picnic 
 

 
WEHSA is discussion the feasibility of a family picnic after school 
hours on the last day of school. Details are still being discussed. 
Looking for a location and possible activities/games. 

 
 

 
WEHSA Business: 
Executive  
Appreciation Dinner 
 

 
QFHSA is hosting a dinner for all the executives at Casa Grecque in 
Aylmer at 7 pm.  Anik O’Dwyer-Brunetti, Michelle Labranche and 
Lana Noel will attend on behalf of WEHSA. 
 

 

 


